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PRINCIPAL’S WORDS

Dear Parents,

Words cannot describe how much | appreciate all of our parents, teachers, and our
school staff. Without your hard work, Westwood Chinese School could not have been
established this successfully. With Chinese becoming so widespread, by starting at an
early age, our children can excel as adults in the increasingly global community. The
demand to learn Chinese raises exponentially each year, and we strive to have a high
guality Chinese school so that our children can undertake the great responsibility of
disseminating Chinese culture, as well as thrive in their future occupations. We welcome
everyone to join us in our mission.

2012 — 2013 Principal: Yunlu Jin

2010 — 2012 Principal: Yenchu Chen (Christina Huang)
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2012 - 2013 FXXEE4EMARR / Chinese Language Class Group Photos

MLP L1/ 1P —E% Teacher: Wang, Shan T3} TA: Gee, Meredith JR%¥%
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MLP L6 / D NER Teacher: Liu, Kevin Y|E&

Gu, Cindy igdkE Li, Richard B Pan, Jeffrey BE
Bilingual 1 / YGE—3E Teacher: Jin, Yunlu £Z=5%
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Cai, Ivan Mak, Megan SEEATR
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Bilingual 2 / YGE 3T Teacher: Ni, Xiaoyan {7k
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Adult Mandarin / g A3E Teacher: Li, Yanhong 23§14 TA: Michael Fu &%
Dixon, Fabiola SR Mak, Cathie 9%
Jerome, Lisa BERNTD Power, Frank HEM
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Teaching Mandarin at WCS

[Wenli Xu, Cindy Gu]

Three and half years ago, the principal Christina Chen invited me
to teach Mandarin at Westwood Chinese School. | wasn't quite confident since | did not have
much experience with it. To be a teacher for young children means a lot of responsibilities,
which is much more than just loving and caring them. Within these years, | can say that |
learned teaching from teaching these lovely children as well as from other teachers. | also took
the suggestions from Principal Chen and the parents which have improved my teaching skills.
Here, | would like to share my experience with all of you.

As the Chinese economy expands rapidly, its influence on the world has increased
significantly in recent years. As a result, Chinese becomes an important language. A lot of
people around the world are interested in learning and speaking Chinese. With no exception,
we as Chinese immigrants would like our children to have a chance to study Chinese. This will
not only offer our children an opportunity to learn and hopefully grasp another language, but
also give them a chance to become familiar with Chinese culture as well as rich Chinese history.
By learning Chinese, the children will likely have some additional opportunities in their future
career. This is kind of reason that our children are still hard to comprehend. As a teacher, | think
creating a light and fun environment for children to learn Chinese is very critical. The first and
foremost for children to have is interest, which is especially important for kindergarteners.

Establishing an environment in which the teacher loves teaching and the students love
learning. In the classroom, the teacher and the students interact and influence each other. The
teacher that teaches the class should have a loving heart toward the young children. When you
show your loving and caring personality toward the children, they will tend to like you and
listen to you. The young children will be more relaxed when you bring happiness and liveliness
into the classroom, which then they will gradually like the Chinese class they attend even
though it seems difficult and boring. As the Chinese old saying " be close to the teacher and
believing what the teacher says" is the key to success at learning stage. With this, creating an
environment children likes is the key for success in teaching Chinese. As teachers, we need to
understand what the children thinks and likes. Again, the key is to ensure everyone is happy
during the teaching and learning process and learning Chinese is something that children like to
do. On one Sunday morning this year, it snowed heavily. | left home much earlier than usual
with my two kids since we live far away from Westwood, hoping to be on time for the school.
The highway was covered with snow and the cars moved very slowly. We still ended up being
late for the school. When | went into the classroom, all the kids were in the room! Everyone
was excited to see me and they started to cheer. This is a class of young children that | love and
they love to attend my Chinese class. Not even one student was missing on such a cold snowy
day!
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Instilling the interests of learning Chinese into students by adopting various kinds of
teaching methods. It is important that we use various interesting methods during the regular
class. For kindergartners, using pictures, sound recordings, motion pictures can all bring up
their interests, which are more easier to understand than Chinese characters and providing
more opportunities for them to speak Chinese in classroom. Telling an interesting story that
goes along with the textbook will also help keep the interests of children. Whenever there is a
traditional Chinese holiday, telling a story that is related to such holiday and tradition is a great
way of passing the knowledge. With what they learned in the classroom, some of the students
were actually able to tell the stories they learned in classroom to their parents.

Instilling the interests of learning Chinese into students by performing interesting activities
in the classroom. Again, interest is the key for kindergarteners. During the classroom teaching, |
let the children take part in activities such as solving puzzles, finding missing words, finding
friends, "riding a train", which are all appropriate for young children. In addition, mimicking the
animals, acting, drawing, painting, etc. can also keep their interests. Sometimes, | also set up
competitions such as recognizing the words and reading the words. These competition usually
further stimulates their interests in learning Chinese.

Giving appropriate recognition and encouragement during teaching is also important. Most
kindergartners are very quiet in a new environment. There are not many students that will
voluntarily answer the questions. With this, it is important that we as teachers should
encourage students to answer the questions. When the answer is wrong, it is important to give
them some hints in order for them to find right answer. When a student who is usually shy
raises hands to answer the question, it is important to give him/her the encouragement
regardless the answer being right or wrong. Whenever there is progress in students, it is
important to give them the recognition. Over the time, the students will become more
confident

Teaching also needs support from parents. The Chinese class only lasts one hour and thirty
minutes each weekend. So, it is important that we keep in touch with the parents regarding the
progress of the children. Especially due to the young age of the kindergartners, it is
recommended that teachers discuss with the parents when the school year starts and also keep
in touch every week. At the beginning of the school year, | will notify the parents about the
curriculum and goals. After each class, | will notify the parents about the homework through e-
mail. It is impossible for most children to be successful in learning Chinese without certain level
of help and supervision from parents. | am very fortunate to have the support from every
parents.

It has been more than three years since | came to teach in Westwood Chinese School. | am
happy to see children learning and growing each year. Although teaching Chinese is not an easy
task, it is the children's big smiling faces and their interests in learning Chinese that in turn has
motivated me. | have been so proud of the progress that children have made so far.
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Teaching Assistant’s Experience at WCS
[Meredith Gee]

My name is Meredith Gee, (4Uk/¥). | am 15 years old and |

am a sophomore at Westwood High School. | began my

experience as a teaching assistant for Westwood Chinese

School during this school year, 2012-2013. | currently assist

in the L1 class with teacher Shan Wang. | can honestly say that | really

enjoy being a teaching assistant for this class. | get to help the kids as
well as learn some Chinese of my own. Since my family does not speak Mandarin at home, it
was difficult for me at first to understand what was going on in the class since it is taught only
in Chinese. Eventually, | got more comfortable, and going to class every Sunday is very
beneficial for me because | get to learn and apply my Mandarin. During class, | take attendance,
correct homework, pass out papers, make copies, and help kids stay focused.

| attended Lexington Chinese School for 7 years where | studied Mandarin in the
mainstream or immersion classes. | am comfortable using both forms of Mandarin phonetics,
zhuyin (colloquially called bopomofo in Taiwan) and pinyin which is taught at WCS. My strength
with Chinese is my penmanship. All of my teachers have commented on how good my Chinese
characters look.

| hope my teacher, Shan Wang, and | will be able to work on ways to keep the students
engaged while they are in class. Perhaps we can use some techniques that the foreign language
teachers use in the regular school system.
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Speech for WCS New year Celebration 2013

| am Fabiola Dixon, mother of Alexandra and Gabriella and wife of Gregg Dixon. As you can
see we are a non- Chinese family but we got great admiration for the Chinese culture.

Dixon’s family

It all started in 2006 when my husband got a job transfer to Hong Kong. We lived there for
almost 5 years. My girls started preschool and took mandarin classes. We developed great
friendships and learned a lot about Chinese traditions, culture, religion and celebrations.

In 2011, we had to return to the USA.I was a bit disappointed that my girls were no longer
exposed to a difficult but important foreign language like mandarin. There is no second
language being taught in the public elementary school system in our area. By talking to a friend
about my concern, she happened to know about the Westwood Chinese School which has great
reputation for it.

Long story short, my girls have been attending mandarin bilingual class for the past year
and have been really enjoying it. The teacher has been wonderful and really knows how to
capture the children’s attention through songs, poemes, stories and vocabulary. | have been
inspired and encouraged to start learning mandarin as well! Perhaps by next year, | will be able
to recite you a poem in mandarin!

Therefore | would really like to express my gratitude to the founders, teachers, assistants
and everybody that is involved in this wonderful organization for their hard work to keep the
W(CS going!
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LEISURE READING

Harvard Yenching Library
[Ma, Ru]

In 2003, there was a famous documentary film shown on CCTV (Chinese Central Television) named
“The famous Universities of the World”, among which Harvard University was one of them. As late as
2am, Harvard Library was still ablaze with light. Students in the library were still working hard enjoying
their studies regardless of time. People watching this on television were shocked; this scene still inspires
them even now. Libraries were always believed to be the soul of the school. For students hungering for
knowledge, the library was there, filled with the smell of books, encouraging them to burn their youth to
achieve their dreams. From another aspect, a sheer fiction called “Twenty Slogans from Harvard Library”,
proved the immense attraction for Harvard University.

Being the largest school library in the world, Harvard library has collected millions of books to reach
the name of “Qomolangma in education”. Over ninety college libraries belonging to the Harvard library
are located in the US and other foreign cities such as Florence. Among those college libraries, forty nine
are located in the main campus. Yenching Library was one of them, which is only second to the East
Asian American literature Gallery at the Library of Congress. Millions of students all over the world are
attracted to the library for its abundant high-quality books. Yenching Library was founded in 1928. Mr.
Chiu, Alfred Kaiming was the first director and currently Mr. James K. Cheng is the director. Thanks to
the efforts of each director the library now has a dazzling number of precious books.

Yenching Library is located at 2 Divinity Avenue, Cambridge, MA. Walking across the quiet campus,
Yenching Library can be found behind a soft lawn. It is a red house,
of which a well-spaced dark red path fuses into a peaceful scene
of the Yenching Library. Two white Chinese traditional style lions
guard this Eastern palace; intriguing tourists with a curious and
mysterious eastern atmosphere. Arched windows lined up along
the wall with their white color bring a fresh feeling to this classical
architecture. The sign “Harvard-Yenching Library” written in red
on a white background is placed outside the gate quietly watching
students stroll in and out. Go up five stone steps, open the hard red wooden gate, the palace of eastern
culture is now in front of you. Just like when Ali Baba opened the gate of treasures, you cannot help but
cry “Open Sesame”.

The famous Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations (EALC) of Harvard University is
located in the Yenching Library. You can see many scrolls along the stairs. One of them quotes famous
words from an ancient book named Tongshu.Shengxue. The author Dunyi Zhou utilized a Neo-
Confucianism way to introduce his great thoughts. It says on the scroll that: Can a wise man learn? The
answer is yes as long as he can get rid himself of all desire and only then can he really reach his mind.
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Such a quiet, “desireless” status can help bring a man’s thought to reach everywhere and raise the
person to a level called erudition and acquaintance with everything. Such an essential spirit of the
Chinese culture condensed and displayed in such a simple scroll, encouraging the students visiting here
to learn in this beautiful classical mood.

Nowadays, Yenching Library has become a holy land for eastern culture studies. Chinese culture,
whose birth place was China was also regarded as the birth place for eastern culture, had long been
shown solicitudes by the western world. It is not recently Chinese culture diffused to foreign cultures as
a major. Early in 1814, a Sinology speech held by Jean Pierre Abel Remusat in L’Institut de France had
been regarded as a starting point. The French Sinologist Henri Maspeero once said that, China is the
only country passing her domestic culture down since the very ancient times other than European
countries. Without the efforts from those early Chinese culture propagators, Sinology abroad could not
have made such brilliant achievements. They devoted their lives promoting Chinese culture diffusion.
However, they themselves were not broadly known by others. Among them, Ko K'un-hua was such a
respectable scholar.

Born in 1838, Ko K'un-hua had been recruited to the faculty of Harvard University in the year 1879.
His mission was instructing Chinese culture in the US. It is hard to imagine that was during the 19"
century when China was endangered from foreign invaders. During that time, the Japanese army
constantly appeared along the southeastern coast, English and French armies were casting greedy eyes
on the northeastern area of China. So many urgent situations from the frontier worried the Chinese
government. Briefly recalling the history you can see how important Ko K'un-hua took this offer. At that
time, the western world dominated the right of speech; China could do nothing but listen. Ko making his
speech on the stage of Harvard, not only indicates that he was a pioneer of Chinese culture diffusion, he
was also the first man to bring Chinese culture to the world at that time. The prosperity of Chinese
culture has lasted for centuries, Chinese people will always be proud of our prosperous periods of the
Han and Tang Dynasty which foreigners always looked up to. But the situation could not last when China
entered the nineteen century. The decline of national power broke the balance of world culture. At the
same time, Ko brought his books and family to Harvard University, he started his class on October 22th,
1879. On that day’s stage, for the first time a Chinese scholar in an official costume standing on the
Harvard’s stage, dignifiedly gave his speech. The audience was mainly scholars who were interested in
Chinese culture. Ko’s lecture specifically focused on Chinese poems. He brought his own-written text
book Chinese Verse and Prose, giving lessons whenever invited. His book combined the beauty of poems
and the love of a nation spreading poem culture and patriotism as well. The book he brought became
the first collection of Yenching Library and Chinese Verse and Prose became the first Chinese text book
available for foreigners.

In memorial of Ko K’un-hua after his death, Harvard University wrote a speech for him as an honor.
It said that they could see a similar character to that of the sage Confucius. Indeed, by the efforts from
generations, Chinese culture can be inherited and developed, and diffused with all kinds of cultures. It is
also a mission for us all, to cherish and spread our Chinese culture.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Gift

Wolf got sick. A little white bunny came to see him, bringing
a huge carrot for a gift.

Bunny: Mr. Wolf, | hope you are feeling better.
Wolf: Much better. Thank you for coming to see me.
Bunny: Oh, | should do this. Just everybody said you won’t like the gift | brought for you.

Wolf: Never ever. | love it so much, Mr. Carrot.

Scholar and wonton soup

Once there was a young scholar who had a very bad temper. One day he was hungry and
walked into a restaurant to have a bowl! of wonton soup.

When the soup came to the table, he started to eat it. Before he even took his first bite, the
two long straps of his hat dangled into the wonton. He wasn’t happy then and took the straps
out of the soup.

As the scholar continued trying to work on the soup, the straps tipped into it the second time.
Taking them out, he got very mad.

Again, for the third time, the straps swayed into the soup. The scholar turned extremely furious.
With all his might, he ripped off his hat, squeezed it , and shoved it into the wonton soup, crying
“Fine! You eat it, you eat it! It’s all yours!”

Break the record
Daughter: Grandma just knows nothing!
Mother: Saying that is not polite. But why do you think like that?

Daughter: Today, after school, | told grandma, “I broke the record in the school swimming
competition today!” Guess what grandma said? She said, “Oh, my! Again? What did you break
this time, window or computer? How much money do we need to pay now?”
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2013 — 2014 NEW PROGRAM

Violin Ensemble

Course Description

Courses are based on the children's age. Basic music and bands
knowledge will be further introduced by utilizing the experience that
children have learned on musical instruments. Cultivate children's
interest in learning a musical instrument. Teaching traditional and
modern Chinese and foreign music with the kids’ interests. The
course will be in the form of ensemble and the class will participate
in a variety of school performances.

Student requirements
More than two year experience of learning musical instruments
preferred.

Teacher’s Bio

Mark Shi: Learnt violin from Yang Tang Jie (first chair violinist of Kunming Symphony Orchestra).
Worked as first chair violinist at Yunnan University Ensemble. Worked with the New England
Conservatory Symphony Orchestra to perform <Yellow River>. There are many years of
experience in teaching violin. So far, have played violin many years at Boston XYY Ensemble.
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WCS Chess Tournament Report

As we all know, learning chess is very useful for children. It can increase self-confidence, improve
logic and reasoning skills, develops a "Win without Pride, Lose without Discouragement" mindset, and
also helps make friends. In the spring of 2013, our Chinese school decided to hold a 2nd chess
tournament to encourage more children to learn chess.

Starting from 4/21, 16 students from both the beginning and intermediate level chess classes will
mix together to play 5 rounds in total. The time control is G/20; d5. The games will finish on 5/19.
Trophies will be awarded to the top 3 winners; medals will be awarded to players who score at least 2.5
points. Chess pencils will be given to all the players. Good luck to everyone, and special thanks to the
W(CS PTO for sponsoring this event.
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In the spring of 2012, WCS organized the 1* chess tournament with the help from our former chess
teacher, Dr. Sterling. The participants were the students from the Beginning and Intermediate Level
Chess classes. The time control for both events was G/10; d3.

In the Beginning class, with only four students, the tournament was run as a 4-player round robin
over three weeks. A student named Gavin Valentino (B1) won the sole prize.

In the Intermediate class, 9 students participated altogether, and the tournament was a 6-round
Swiss held over six weeks. The winners were Bernie Xu (L1) (1st place), Zachary Szeto (B1) (2nd place),
and Jeffrey Pan (L2) (3rd place). Two players were awarded medals: Isaac Lau (fourth place with 4
points) and Anthony Yang (L1) (fifth place with 3 points). Remarkably, at the conclusion of the 6th
round, there was a three-way tie for 2nd, 3rd, and 4th places with 4 points each, necessitating a nail-
biting round-robin blitz playoff. In the end, Zachary prevailed and settled in 2nd place behind Bernie,
whose win in 1st place with 4.5 points was uncontested.

We hope with the popularization of chess in Massachusetts, more and more children will come to
our Chinese school to learn chess, and participate in future school chess tournaments.

2013 WCS Chess Tournament
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New England Association of Chinese Schools (NEACS) 2012 Speech Contest

Westwood Chinese School Students Had Big Wins!
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W(CS students attended the New England Association of Chinese Schools (NEACS) 2012 speech contest.

We won top 2 spots in both 6-8 Mandarin group and Bilingual group.
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Participants:

1Y 6-8 %41 XFEAL (Emily Liu): 55—44 (1% place)
Mandarin 6-8 %% (Jeffery Pan): 25 44 (2" place)
year-old M IN (Ella Yang)

3 9-12 B4 | JiiGE4E (Cindy Gu)
Mandarin 9-12 | 22 5E (Richard Li)

year-old
XEH 7] )L (Kelly Driscoll): 2—%4 (1* place)
Bilingual % B (Damian Driscoll): 5 —44 (2" place)

KWK Y (Meredith Gee)
%% 3 (Angelina Dong)
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School Website: www.westwoodcs.org Email: contact@westwoodcs.org
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